The Erythrean stomatopod Clorida albolitura is reported herein for the first time from the Bay of Iskenderun on the Mediterranean coast of Turkey. Additional records from locations off the southern coast of Israel attest to the presence of a rapidly growing population of this alien species in the Mediterranean Sea.
In May 2006, benthic surveys off Ashdod, Israel collected two specimens of the stomatopod, Clorida albolitura Ahyong & Naiyanetr, 2000 (Figure 1 ), previously unknown from the Mediterranean Sea (Ahyong and Galil 2006) . The authors suggested "that a population of [C. albolitura] exists in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, but whether it is presently adventive or already established is unknown…Whether or not C. albolitura follows a similar invasion pattern to that of E. massavensis remains to be seen." (there, 192,193) .
Within a remarkably short time answers could be supplied to both questions. On 9 July 2009, two specimens were collected at depth of 40 m, in the Bay of Iskenderun, Turkey (Table 1 ). The two specimens (2 females, total length 51.5, 59 mm), are deposited in the collections of Haliç University (HU MBG1169) and the National Collections, Tel Aviv University (TAU AR 28928), respectively. The color pattern of the Mediterranean specimens is similar to that of the Indo-Pacific specimens, including the distinctive pale patch medially on the telson (Ahyong and Naiyanetr 2000) .
Clorida albolitura can be easily distinguished from all other Mediterranean stomatopods by the distinctive flask-shaped eye in which the cornea is bilobed and distinctly narrower than the stalk (Figure 1 ). In all other Mediterranean stomatopods, the cornea is as wide as or wider than the stalk.
During benthic surveys conducted off the central and southern Mediterranean coast of Israel (Palmahim, Ashdod, Ashqelon) since 2007, 13 additional specimens were collected at depths of 36-59 m. The specimens are deposited in the National Collections, Tel Aviv University (Table 1 ). The succession of records thus suggests that a self-sustaining population of C. albolitura exists in the southeastern Mediterranean Sea, and that it has already spread northwards to the northeastern Levantine Sea. 
